The XLII COSAC was held in the plenary chamber of the Riksdag in Stockholm on 4-6 October 2009. The meeting was opened by Mr Per Westerberg, Speaker of the Swedish Riksdag, and chaired by Ms Anna Kinberg Batra, Chairperson of the Committee on European Affairs. Part of the meeting took place in the presence of Her Royal Highness Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden.

The conference took place only two days after the Irish referendum on the Treaty of Lisbon, in which the Irish people voted in favour of the Treaty. COSAC welcomed the clear and positive result of the Irish referendum, a result which motivated a number of interventions during the meeting regarding future work in the light of the new Treaty, for example the upcoming cooperation between national parliaments.

The Prime Minister of Sweden, at the time also President of the European Council, Mr Fredrik Reinfeldt, addressed the meeting highlighting the priorities of the Swedish Presidency and reporting on how work in the EU was progressing in various areas. The Prime Minister participated in a lively debate with the participants of the COSAC meeting. Other ministers of the Swedish Government also addressed COSAC and participated in debates; the Minister for Justice, Ms Beatrice Ask, and the Minister for Migration and Asylum Policy, Mr Tobias Billström both reported on developments in the Stockholm Programme and presented their views. The Minister for the Environment, Mr Andreas Carlgren, spoke on the subject of the climate challenge. Ms Margot Wallström, Vice President of the European Commission, and Mr Björn von Sydow, Member and former Speaker of the Swedish Parliament, gave speeches on openness and transparency in the EU institutions and in national Parliaments when handling EU matters; these speeches were followed by a lively debate. 

The XLII COSAC meeting adopted the 12th Bi-annual Report, which contains two chapters; Transparency of the parliamentary scrutiny process and Parliamentary scrutiny of the Stockholm Programme. Both subjects were debated during the meeting.

The result of the COSAC-coordinated subsidiarity check on the proposal for a Council Framework decision on the right to interpretation and to translation in criminal proceedings (COM (2009) 338), which took place during a parliamentary summer recess and the following autumn, was welcomed by the COSAC meeting. During the discussion it was stressed that parliamentary recesses presented a difficulty for a number of national Parliaments in completing the check on time. COSAC therefore welcomed the informal commitment of the European Commission to deduct four weeks of the month of August from the calculation of the deadline for receipt of reasoned opinions. 

The COSAC meeting also discussed and took note of proposed subjects to be dealt with during 2010. 

Based on the proposal from the Presidential Troika, which took place on 4 October, Ms Loreta RAULINAITYTĖ, a candidate put forward by the Lithuanian Seimas, was reappointed as the permanent member for the COSAC Secretariat until 31 December 2011. On the proposal of the Swedish Presidency, the COSAC Chairpersons' meeting in July had decided to continue the system of co-financing of the COSAC Secretariat. At the time of the XLII COSAC, a large number of letters of intent to participate in the co-financing for the period of 2010-2011 had been received from national Parliaments. 

The XLII COSAC meeting endorsed by consensus a contribution containing the following topics: 

- Institutional issues and the Treaty of Lisbon, 

- The economic and financial crisis, 

- The climate challenge - the road to Copenhagen, 

- The Stockholm Programme, 

- Regional strategies and neighbourhood policy,

- Enlargement.
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