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Berlin, 12 May 2006

Dear colleagues,

A meeting between members of the European Affairs Committees of the
French Senate and the German Bundesrat was held in Strasbourg on 20th
January 2006 organised at the joint initiative of the chairman of the French
Senate’s European Union delegation, Mr. Hubert Haenel, and myself.

Topical European policy issues were addressed at this meeting. Discussions
focussed on enhancing oversight of subsidiarity in the European Union, the
European “Better Lawmaking” initiative and the European Union’s
communications strategy.

Please find enclosed a copy of the joint declaration adopted by the French
Senate and the Bundesrat at this meeting; please be so kind as to distribute
this during the XXXVth COSAC in Vienna on 22nd and 23rd May 2006.

The declaration contains inter alia a number of important opinions of the
French Senate and the German Bundesrat on oversight of subsidiarity, a
topic that is to be addressed at the forthcoming COSAC meeting in Vienna.

With reference to oversight of subsidiarity, the declaration makes clear that
the French Senate and the German Bundesrat wish to see an agreement
stipulating that national parliaments may submit their comments on
compliance with the subsidiarity principle to the Commission; this should
be done within a six-week deadline of publication of a proposal, with a view
to initiating a public discussion on whether the proposal is in keeping with
the subsidiarity principle. Furthermore, it was also agreed that from now on
the French Senate’s Delegation on the European Union and the German
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